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as an Asiatic Power by sending the Prince of
Wales on a tour through India, and by having
Queen Victoria proclaimed Empress of India
(much to the disgust of her English subjects),
were triumphs better suited to his Oriental tem-
perament. But these also were vanities compared
with what the statesmanship of Chatham and
Palmerston had achieved. It was really Palmer-
ston's brilliant Eastern diplomacy that had inspired
the dreams of Tancred, as Palmerston's anti-
Russian policy was next to inspire the waking
schemes of Tancred'$ author. For Disraeli, who
had so bitterly taunted Peel with appropriating
other people's ideas, was himself as a practical
politician much less original than Peel, and much
less felicitous also in his choice of models. An
opportunity soon presented itself for showing how
little his wonderful histrionic powers qualified him
for dealing with the realities of European history,
how unsafe it was to copy Palmerston when the
conditions under which Palmerston acted were no
longer there.

Carlylc, writing in 1870, referred to the Turk of
Charles Ws time as "a quasi-infernal roaring lion
in the height of his sanguinary fury and fanaticism,
not sunk to caput mortimm and a torpid nuisance
as now."* Yet what happened in Syria ten years
before showed that the Turk could revert without
warning to his former character. In the summer
of 1860 the Maronites, a Christian tribe inhabiting
Mount Lebanon, were treacherously attacked and

* Carlyle, Miscellaneous Essays, vol. vii., p. 243 (People's
edition).
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